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The work of the clerks seems now to have been directed
by two prominent men, Walter of Xemours and the
famous brother Gruerin. The former was son of Walter,
the under chamberlain, and fought by the king in the
thick of the fray at Bouvines. He, when the French rolls
were lost in the flight from Freteval in 1194, was charged
with the difficult task of replacing the lost records. By
natural skill and sound sense, says William the Breton,
he accomplished the task without difficulty. Even more
important was the great hero and churchman, brother
Guerin. A brother of the Hospital, he became from a
clerk of the chancery the chief counsellor of the king.
During all the great campaign against the allies, it was
his military genius almost beyond question that gave
success to the French king. The " prudence and incom-
parable vigour of his counsel," which William the Breton
commemorates, made him the king's most intimate friend
(regis specialis amiom). He was rewarded in 1213
with the bishopric of Senlis, whose great cathedral
watches over the wooded plains where the king was often
a-hunting and where he planted the beautiful Abbey of
Victory beside the gentle streams of the Nouette.
Chancellor in name he never became till Louis VIII.
held his father's sceptre, but all through the later years
he was at Philip's right hand, and secundus a rege is
the title which William of Breton gives him, using
the well-known designation of the chancellor. That
one so greatly trusted and loved should never have held
the formal title shows how clear was the policy of his
master to suppress the two great offices of chancellor
and seneschal, whose official prerogatives seemed to
threaten the sovereignty of the crown itself.